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D r .  Barbara H. Sanford 
Di rec to r  
The Jackson Laboratory 
Bar Harbor, ME. 04609 

Dear Barbara: 

Thanks f o r  your l e t te r  of J u l y  21  and f o r  t h e  w a r m  h o s p i t a l i t y  w e  
enjoyed dur ing  our  r ecen t  v i s i t  t o  Bar Harbor. 
be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  he lp ing  t o  a r range  a s m a l l  meeting t h e r e  next  summer, 
though I t h i n k  w e  might have more f i reworks i f  t h e  theme were more broad--- 
murine oncogenes r a t h e r  than t h e  mouse mammary tumor virus---and i f  t h e  e x p l i c i t  
i n t e n t  w a s  t o  see how t h e  resources  of Jackson Laboratory could be used as 
t h e  b a s i s  f o r  experiments t o  cha l lenge  some of t he  ideas  coming from r e c e n t  
work wi th  t i s s u e  c u l t u r e  and molecular biology.  This  would r e q u i r e  i n v i t i n g  
some people who i d e n t i f y  murine oncogenes by DNA t ransformat ion  (Cooper 
and Weinberg), some who look f o r  genes a c t i v a t e d  during tumor induc t ion  
by murine v i r u s e s  ( T s i c h l i s ,  u s ,  and o t h e r s ) ,  some who s tudy  t h e  homologues 
of murine v i r u s  oncogenes (Goff, Lowy, V e r m a ,  Vande Woude and o t h e r s ) ,  p l u s  
g e n e t i c i s t s  familiar wi th  mutat ions conducive t o  tumor phenotypes (v i rus-  
induced o r  o therwise)  o r  t o  developmental d i s o r d e r s  (I don ' t  know t h e  b e s t  
people i n  t h i s  area bu t  L i l l y  and Rowe would be among them), v i r o l o g i s t s  

Without ques t ion  I would 

tl'.LIC+- studying i n s e r t i o n  mutat ions wi th  developmental quences (Jenkins  and 
Copeland, J aen i sch ) ,  and perhaps some s t u d e n t s  carc inogenes is  
(Heidelberger) .  

I r e a l i z e  t h i s  may be  more than you had i n  mind - obviously i t  would r e q u i r e  
t h e  Seven Seas r a t h e r  than t h e  Woodlands Cottages.  But I a m  r e l u c t a n t  t o  
s e t t l e  f o r  amammarytumor v i r u s  meeting s i n c e  (a) an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  MMTV meeting 
w i l l  occur i n  March, 1983, and (b) many of t h e  people  who work on MMTV are 
r a t h e r  narrow. L e t  m e  know what you th ink .  

B e s t  regards ,  

Harold E. Varmus, M.D. 
P ro fes so r  

HEV/jm 


